MedicinesComplete Case Study No. 5
This case study shows how to search the British National Formulary to find interactions between two medicines.
Scenario: A care home manager asks a pharmacist if there is an interaction between aspirin and warfarin.

1. Select the British National Formulary from the MedicinesComplete home page.
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2. Using the logical operator ‘+" before each of the terms to be searched will narrow results to only those where both terms are present in the same record.
Therefore, type +aspirin +warfarin into the search box and click Interactions.

a : Britich Mational Formulary - Microsoft Internet Explorer provided by The Royal Pharmaceutical 5ociety
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3. This gives the following results, with only one document found. Click on the document: coumarins +aspirin.
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4. This takes you to the coumarins interaction information. Scroll down to find aspirin.
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Coumarins

Coumarins has the following interaction information:

Change in patient's clinical condition, particularly associated with liver disease, intercurrent illness, or drug
administration, necessitates more freguent testing. Major changes in diet {especially involving salads and
vegetables) and in alcohol consumption may also affect anticoagulant control
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5. The aspirin and coumarins interaction.

; Coumaring: British National Formulary - Microsoft Internet Explorer provided by The Royal Pharmaceutical Society
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