
MedicinesComplete Case Study No. 7 
 
This case study demonstrates a search of Herbal Medicines. It considers the use of the search box and the “Advanced searching” technique of searching for 
a phrase. 
 
Scenario: A patient asks if it is safe to take ginkgo biloba and aspirin. 
 
1. Select Herbal Medicines from the MedicinesComplete home page. 

 



2. Enter the search term into the search box. We are looking for information on ginkgo biloba and this is a phrase. To search for a phrase enclose the terms 
in quotes, i.e. “ginkgo biloba”, click on the search button (or press Enter).  

 



3. The search results display shows how the search has been handled and the number of documents containing the term. 

 



4. Click on Ginkgo to display the complete document on ginkgo. 
 



5. The Ginkgo monograph provides the details required to answer the question by describing the phytochemical, pharmacological and clinical aspects of this 
herbal medicine. It includes a statement that “ginkgo extract should only be used with caution in patients taking anticoagulant or antiplatelet agents”. 
Aspirin is an antiplatelet agent, so this information is relevant to the enquiry. 

 
Note: There may be additional publications contained on MedicinesComplete that could also contain relevant information, but this case study is to 
illustrate the search of an individual publication only, i.e. Herbal Medicines. 

 


