
MedicinesComplete Case Study No. 9 
 
This case study demonstrates a search of Stockley’s Drug Interactions. It considers the use of the search box and the difference between use of the 
“interactions” button and the “search” button. This case study involves a proprietary (trade) name for a medicine (Flagyl) which highlights the role of the 
thesaurus. 
 
Scenario: A prescriber requests information on a possible interaction between Flagyl and alcohol. 
 
1. Select Stockley’s Drug Interactions on the MedicinesComplete home page. 

 



2. To look for more than one term enter the terms flagyl alcohol into the search box (separated by a space). The search is not case sensitive so it does not 
matter whether you enter your search in capitals or lower case letters. Click on the “interactions” button (or press Enter) to test for interactant pairs and 
retrieve documents for interactions between them. 

 



3. A thesaurus allowed the use of the term Flagyl since it recognises that this is the proprietary (trade) name for the ingredient metronidazole. The search 
results display shows how the search has been handled. There is one document listing interactions between pairs of interactants searched. Click on 
alcohol + metronidazole to display the complete document. 

 



4. This document provides the information required to answer the question by describing how a disulfiram-like reaction can develop in patients on 
metronidazole who drink alcohol. It describes the published evidence and gives guidance on possible management. If you need to go back to the search 
results once in a record, use the browser “back” button. 

 



5. Whichever search button you select, both interactions and text searches will be performed. The button selected determines which set of results is 
displayed first. In the above example the “interactions” button was selected so interactant pairs are displayed first. To see the results of the text search 
displayed, first enter search terms then click the “search” button. If you use the search button then a full text search will look for the exact terms input in 
the search box, i.e. flagyl alcohol, and the search results will show documents containing either (or both) terms. For most searches there is no need to 
use a special search operator in the search box (just separate terms with a space) but additional advice on “Advanced searching” appears in the Help 
screens. 

 


